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BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD AND DAMASCUS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EG, UR, XF 

SUB J : PRAVDA COMMENTS ON SOVIET ROLE IN SUEZ 
CANAL RECONSTRUCTION 

1. COMMENTARY BY PRAVDA ME SPECIALIST DEMCHENKO 
(PRAVDA MARCH 22) DEFENDS SOVIET PARTICIPATION IN 
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MEASURES - INCLUDING DISENGAGEMENT-ARE NO SUBSTITUTE 
FOR ME SETTLEMENT. 

2. DEMCHENKO NOTES THAT SOVIET EXPERTS ARE NOW IN 
EGYPT AT THE INVITATION OF THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT TO 
DISCUSS SOVIET ASSISTANCE IN CLEARING SUEZ CANAL. 
PARTICIPATION IN THIS PROJECT IS DESCRIBED AS ONE OF 
LINKS IN SOVIET-EGYPTIAN ECONOMIC COOPERATION. THUS, 
DEMCHENKO SAYS STATEMENTS OF "CERTAIN WESTERN POLITI- 
CAL AND MILITARY OFFICIALS" THAT SOVIET UNION IS MORE 
INTERESTED IN REOPENING OF CANAL THAN OTHER COUNTRIES 
ARE CLEARLY UNFOUNDED. IN FACT, IF ONE CONSIDERS 
STATISTICS ON PAST USE OF CANAL, CAPITALIST COUNTRIES 
WILL USE IT MORE THAN SOVIET UNION. 

3. DEMCHENKO CONCLUDES THAT OPENING OF CANAL CANNOT 
SUBSTITUTE FOR SETTLEMENT OF THE ME CRISIS AS A WHOLE. 
SETTLEMENT CANNOT BE ACHIEVED BY MEANS OF PARTIAL 
MEASURES LIKE DISENGAGEMENT OF FORCES, SIGNIFICANCE OF 
WHICH WILL DEPEND ON DEGREE TO WHICH IT IS LINKED TO 
FURTHER STEPS TOWARD ELIMINATING CONSEQUENCES OF 
ISRAELI AGGRESSION. A JUST PEACE IS POSSIBLE ONLY 

ON BASIS OF ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM ALL OCCUPIED 
ARAB TERRITORIES AND RESTORATION OF LEGITIMATE RIGHTS 
OF PALESTIANS. 

4. COMMENT: DEMCHENKO PIECE MAY REFLECT SENSITIVITY 

TO POSSIBLE CRITICISM THAT SOVIET ARE PARTICIPATING IN PARTIAL 
MEASURES TOWARD ME SETTTT .F.MF.NT FOR MERCENARY REASONS. 
ALTHOUGH HE DOES NO DISPARAGE DISENGAGEMENT AS FORCE- 
FULLY AS PRAVDA'S WEEKEND COMMENTATOR ON MARCH 17, HE 
REITERATES SOVIET LINE THAT IT CANNOT REPLACE OVERALL 
SETTLEMENT. 

SOTESSEL 
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